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Information and Attention

“Internet data heads for 500bn gigabytes” (May 2009)

Transparency and Open Government

Social media data is rampant

http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2009/may/18/digital-content-expansion
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/TransparencyandOpenGovernment/

http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2009/may/18/digital-content-expansion
http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2009/may/18/digital-content-expansion
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/TransparencyandOpenGovernment/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/TransparencyandOpenGovernment/
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Data to Knowledge

Data

Information

Knowledge

Socio-demographics of Utah

How to do business in Utah

Population of Utah
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Data Mining for Knowledge

Digestible and UsefulMeaningless
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Data Mining Tasks

Classification - model data to predict future instances

Clustering - organize information into natural groups

Regression - find optimal function that fits the data

Association Rules - identify relationships within data

Link Mining - consider links among entities for above
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Government - Federal

Agriculture
Arts, Recreation, and Travel
Banking, Finance, and Insurance
Births, Deaths, Marriages, and Divorces
Business Enterprise
Construction and Housing
Education
Elections
Energy and Utilities
Federal Govt. Finances & Employment
Foreign Commerce and Aid
Geography and Environment
Health and Nutrition
Income, Expend., Poverty, and Wealth
Information and Communications

International Statistics
Labor Force, Employment, and 
Earnings
Law Enforcement, Courts, & Prisons
National Security and Veterans Affairs
Natural Resources
Other
Population
Prices
Science and Technology
Social Insurance and Human Services
State Govt. Finances & Employment
Transportation
Wholesale and Retail Trade 
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Political Contributions

The Federal Election Commission (FEC) requires that all campaign 

contributions over $200 (per donor) be reported publicly. The reported 

information includes the donor's name, job title, zip code, and even 

address. All of it, since 2001 is available electronically via FTP at 

ftp://ftp.fec.gov/FEC/electronic/.

EXAMPLE

Download campaign contributions for May:

wget -N ftp://ftp.fec.gov/FEC/electronic/201003*.zip

http://www.fec.gov/
http://www.fec.gov/
http://www.fec.gov/
http://www.fec.gov/
http://www.fec.gov/
http://www.fec.gov/
http://www.fec.gov/
http://www.fec.gov/
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Crime CrimeSpotting.org
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Government - State & Local

States (6):

Utah (http://www.utah.gov/data/)

California (http://www.ca.gov/data/)

North Dakota, Michigan, Maine, Massachusetts

Cities:

Seattle, New York, San Francisco

http://www.data.gov/statedatasites

http://www.utah.gov/data/
http://www.utah.gov/data/
http://www.ca.gov/data/
http://www.ca.gov/data/
http://www.data.gov/statedatasites
http://www.data.gov/statedatasites
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Social Data

Twitter

Facebook

Blogosphere

YouTube

Flickr
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Social Analytics

•friendship•web links•following•etc.
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Social Analytics

•commonality

•similarity

•share attributes
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Other Great Data Sources

Wikipedia (http://download.wikimedia.org/)

IMDB (http://www.imdb.com/interfaces)

Scriptures (http://scriptures.nephi.org)

FreeBase (http://freebase.com)

Flickr (http://flickr.com)

ScrapMaker Word Lists (http://scrapmaker.com)

http://download.wikimedia.org
http://download.wikimedia.org
http://www.imdb.com/interfaces
http://www.imdb.com/interfaces
http://scriptures.nephi.org
http://scriptures.nephi.org
http://freebase.com
http://freebase.com
http://flickr.com
http://flickr.com
http://scrapmaker.com
http://scrapmaker.com
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Conclusions

Lots of great data that ripe for use

Leverage available data in your next venture

Solve government problems

Create social tools
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Questions & Comments

Email	
  or	
  Call	
  me:
Ma#	
  Smith

smi#y@byu.edu
	
  (801)	
  788-­‐4920

Connect:

Ask me now:

?

Web: h#p://m.smithworx.com

Facebook: h#p://facebook.com/smithworx

LinkedIn: h#p://linkedin.com/in/smi#y

Twi#er: @smithworx

http://m.smithworx.com
http://m.smithworx.com
http://matt.smithworx.com
http://matt.smithworx.com
http://linkedin.com/in/smitty
http://linkedin.com/in/smitty
http://twitter.com/smithworx
http://twitter.com/smithworx

